
 

 

August 27, 2020 
 
Dear CCSD Families and Community Members; 
 
The start of the new school year is upon us with our doors opening for students on Monday, 
August 31.  Despite the complexities that the COVID-19 pandemic has inflicted upon each of 
our personal and professional lives, CCSD couldn’t be more excited to welcome our new and 
returning students and their families to the 2020-2021 school year.   
 
On Tuesday, August 25, 2020 the CCSD Board formally adopted the district’s Smart Start to 
School Guidelines that outlines the procedures and processes that will govern the district’s 
operations this school year in response to the pandemic.  The Board also committed to regularly 
address and update the district’s Smart Start to School Guidelines as we move through the year 
and learn what aspects of the plan are serving our stakeholders well and what aspects might need 
to be modified to provide a safer environment or to improve the educational experiences of our 
students and families.   
 
As we prepare for the first day of school next week, I want to draw our students’ and parents’ 
attention to some specific aspects that are written in the plan and some other adjustments that the 
district is making in response to ensuring that we are doing all that we can to live into the plan 
with integrity. 
 
First, please note that the district will be installing wireless doorbells at the main entrance to each 
of our buildings; the main entrance for the middle school this year will be the entrance connected 
to the breezeway.  A key aspect of the district’s plan is a temperature screening for all students, 
visitors, and staff members upon entering the building.  Each building entrance has a temperature 
kiosk that will record temperatures upon entrance.  During the school day our main doors will be 
locked; if a parent or community member needs to enter please ring the doorbell.  A staff 
member will let you in and help you get your temperature screened.  CCSD recognizes that this 
is a significant modification to how we have traditionally operated, however, we trust all 
community members recognize that this adjustment supports the district’s ability to ensure 
everyone entering the building has their temperature screened. 
 
Secondly, all building entrances will be locked until 7:45am.  A significant component of the 
district’s plan is to ensure appropriate social distancing between our students and staff.  Whether 
your child is walking to school, or if you will drop him/her off, please be sure they don’t arrive 
to school grounds prior to 7:45am.  This adjustment will help the district ensure appropriate 
social distancing and ensure all students are temperature-screened first thing in the morning.    
 
Lastly, the district wants to draw our parents’ and students’ attention to page 3 of the plan under 
the Yellow/Low Risk Scenario.  The district’s plan states, “Additionally, if there are active 
COVID-19 cases in Craig, or another island community, that could directly impact CCSD 
families, CCSD reserves the right to transition to a higher risk scenario to protect our students, 



 

 

families, and staff members.”  Our current plan states that CCSD will be designated as a 
Yellow/Low Risk Scenario if there are zero to five active confirmed COVID-19 cases on Prince 
of Wales Island.  However, our families need to recognize that if we, unfortunately, have an 
active case within one of our schools that could potentially be tied to our other school buildings, 
CCSD reserves the right to close all schools and move to a distance education delivery model to 
help us protect the safety and well-being of our families, staff members, and community. 
 
The CCSD Board and staff do not take any of these adjustments lightly.  The district fully 
recognizes that these adjustments critically impact the district’s traditional ways of operating and 
serving our island-wide community.  However, please understand that as we continue to learn 
about the effects and impacts the COVID-19 pandemic has on our island community, CCSD will 
always error on the side of caution and seek expert health guidance with all of our decisions.  
 
CCSD can’t thank our parents and community members enough.  These are trying times for our 
entire community and it is only by collaboratively addressing these issues in a proactive manner 
that we can ensure we are moving forward collectively with our students’ and families’ well-
being at the forefront of all of our decisions.   
 
Thank you for your help, 

 
 
Chris Reitan, CCSD Superintendent       
Email: creitan@craigschools.com  
 


